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CHAPTER 441
BOARD OF NURSING

441.01 Boardof nursing. 441.11 Definitions.

441.04 Requisites for examination as a registered nurse. 441.115 Exceptions; temporary practice.
441.05 Examination for nurses. 441.12 Administration; nonaccredited schools.
441.06 Licensure; civil liability exemption. 441.13 Penalty.

441.07 Revocation. 441.15 Nurse—midwives.

441.08 Temporary permit. 441.16 Prescription privileges of nurses.

441.10 Licensed practical nurses.

Cross-reference: See definitions in $140.01 examiningcouncil may also proctor an examination of another
. . o , Statefor the convenience of a candidate and@hauch fee there
441.01 Board of nursing. (1) In this chapter “board” o 55 the department fixes to cover #utual cost of the service
meansboard of nursing.

) o rendered.
(3) Theboard may establish minimum standards for schoolsyistory: 1977 c. 29

for professional nurses asdhools for licensed practical nurses,
includingall related clinical units and facilities, and make and pré41.06 Licensure; civil liability exemption. (1) An
vide periodic surveys and consultations to such schools. It magplicantfor licensure as a registered nurse who complies with the
alsoestablishrules to prevent unauthorized persons from practicequirement®f this chapter and satisfactorily passes an examina
ing professional nursing. It shall approve all rules for the adminiion shall receive a license. The holder of such a license of another
tration of this chapter in accordance with @27. stateor territory or province of Canada may be granted a license
(4) Theboard shall direct that those schools which qualify beithout examination if the holdés credentials of general and pro
placedon the accredited list of schools fmofessional nurses or fessionaleducational que_lllflcatlon_s and other qualifications are
of schools for licensed practicalirses on application and proofcomparableo those required in thitate during the same period
of qualifications:and shall make a study of nursing education argdif the board is satisfied from the holteemployment and pro
initiate rules and policies to improve it. fessionalre_cord that the holder is currently competent to practice
(5) The board may promote the professional education 8i€Profession. The board shall evaluate the credentials and deter
graduateregistered nurses licensed insgbnsin, through cre Minethe equivalency ancompetency in each case. The applica
ation of scholarships available to sughaduate registered nursestion for licensure without examination shak accompanied by
by foundation of professorships in nursing coursedfisconsin thefee prescribed in 40.05 (2)
collegesand universities, by conducting educational meetings, (2) The holder of the license is a “registered nurse”, may
seminars|ecturesdemonstrations and the like open to registeréppendR.N.” to hisor her name and is authorized to practice pro
nursespy publication and disseminatior technical information fessionalnursing.
or by other similamctivities designed to improve the standards of (3) A registered nurse practicing for compensation shatbyon
the nursing profession in this state. The boavaly promote the beforethe applicableenewal date specified under4€.0.08 (2)
training of licensed practicalurses through support of workshopga), submitto the board on furnished blanks a statement giving
andinstitutes and by conducting meetings, lectures, demenstname,residence and othéacts as the board requires, with the
tionsand the like open to licensed practical nurses. applicablerenewal fee specified under4gl0.08 (2) (a)
(6) The board shall investigate any nurse anesthetistiwho (4) No person may practicer attempt to practice professional
found to have acted negligently by a panel established undenwsing,nor usethe title, letters, or anything else to indicate that

655.02 1983 stats., or by a court. he or she is a registered or professional nurse unless he or she is
History: 1971 c. 1251975 c. 371977 c. 29418 1979 c. 341983 a. 2531983  licensedunder this section. No person not so licensed may use in
a.273ss.2, 8, 1985 a. 3401987 a. 264 connectionwith his or her nursing employment or vocation any

441.04 Requisites for examination as a registered title or anything else to indicate that he or she is a trained, certified

nurse. Any persorwho has graduated from a high school or itQ" graduate nurse. . . .
equivalentas determined by the board, does not have an arrest qf6) NO person licensed as a registered nurse under this section
conviction record, subject to s411.32] 111.322and111.335 IS llable for any civil damages resulting from his or her reftsal
holdsa diploma of graduation from an accredisetiool of nurs perform sterilization procedures or to remove or aid in the
ing and, if the school is locatenlitside this state, submits evidenc&&movalof a human embryo or fetus from a person, if the refusal
of general and professional educational qualifications compal®P@sed on religious or moral precepts. .
ble to those required in this state at the time of graduation may,1ay 13y a 27o0s 1081 & g0 0 > ¢ 9199 1977 029 164 1979
applyto the department for licensure the board as a registered
nurse,and upon payment of the fee specified undé#6.05 (1) 441.07 Revocation. (1) The board mayafter disciplinary
shallbe entitled to examination. proceedingsconducted in accordance with rules promulgated
. 3"'5511302/1 1_1%% ;-31225%1375 C. 39199 1977 c. 291979 c. 3371981 ¢. 3801981  unders.440.03 (1) revoke, limit, suspend or deny renewal of a
‘ i e licenseof a registeredurse, a nurse—midwife or a licensed practi
441.05 Examination for nurses. The examining counoiin cal nurse, mayevoke, limit, sus_pend or deny renewal of a certifi
registerechurses shall prepare or select written questions in ar€44€ 0 prescribe drugs or devices granted undeirs16 or may
it determines and prescribe rules, subjedhe approval of the "€Primanda registered nurse, nurse-midwife or licenseattical
board, for conducting examinatiorend the preservation of theNurseif the board finds that the person committed any ofdhe
examinationpapers for one yearExaminations shall be held at'©Ving: _ . “
leasttwice ayear at times and places designated by the examining(@) Fraud in the procuring or renewal of the certificate or
council, and at least 30 days’ public notice shall gigen. license.
Examinationgmay also be held at other times and places with or (b) One omore violations of this chapter or any rule adopted
without public notice as directed by the examining counile by the board under the authority of this chapter
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(c) Acts which show the registeredirse, nurse—-midwife or a licensedpractical nurse during the prior year and prior unre
licensedpractical nurse to be unfit or incompetent by reason pbrtedyears andather facts bearing upon current competency as
negligenceabuse of alcohol or other drugs or mental incompéheboard requires, accompanied by the applicable license renewal
tency. fee specified under €140.08 (2) (a)

(d) Misconduct or unprofessional conduct. (c) No license is required for practical nursing, but no person

(e) A violation of any state or federal law that regulaies WIthOUt a license may hold himself or herself out _as a licensed
scribingor dispensing drugs or devicestHé person has a cerifi Practical nurse or licensed attendant, use the titleletters

cateto prescribe drugs or devices undet4l.16 “Trained Practical Nurse” or “PN.”, “Licensed Practical Nurse”
A violati f th ; £ 1 3. or “L.P.N.", “Llcensed Attendant” or “L.A, “TalnedAttgndant”
4. g) 6. (;/rlc;'atlon of the requirements 0f253.10 (3) (¢) 2.3, or “T.A.", or otherwise seek to indicate that he or shdliseased

racticalnurse or licensed attendant. No licensed practical nurse

r licensed attendant may use the title, or otherwise seek to act as
a registered, licensed, graduate or professional nurse. Anyone
S\?iolating this subsectiorshall be subject to the penalties -pre

(Im) The board may use any information obtained by th§
boardor the department under s. 655.17(6) as created /985
WisconsinAct 29, in investigations and disciplinary proceeding

including public disciplinary proceedings, conducted u scribedby s.441.13 The board shall grant withoakamination

chapter. . . . alicense as #censed practical nurse to any person who was on
(2) Theboard may reinstate a revoked license, no edhia@r 3,y 1, 1949, a licensed attendant.

oneyear following revocation, upon receipt of an application for d) Th ; : P
; ; . : : e board may license without examination any person

reinstatement. This subsection does not apply to a lithate : - : .

revokedunder s440.12 who has been licensed as a licensed attendant or licpresetétal

History: 1977 c. 4181979 c. 317337 1981 c.162 1983 a. 273.8; 1985 a, 29  UrS€in another state or territory or province of Canada if the per

340, 1987 a. 2641993 a. 1381995 a. 3091997 a, 237 son’sgeneral education, trainingtior practice and other qualifi
cations,in the opinion of the board, are at least comparable to

441.08 Temporary permit. A nurse who has graduated fromthoseof this state for licensed practical nurses and current ficens
anaccredited school but is not licensed in this state mayaveed ing or renewal. Théee for licensing without examination is spec
atemporary permit upon payment of the fee specified44@.05 ified in 5.440.05 (2)
(6) by the board to practice faompensation until the nurse can (e) The boardnay grant a temporary permit to a practical nurse
qualify for licensure. The temporary permit may be renewasgho has graduated from an accredited school but is not licensed
once. Further renewals may lgFanted in hardship cases. Thén this state, upon payment of the fee specified 448.05 (6)to
boardmay promulgate rules limiting the use and duration of terpracticefor compensation until the practical nurse qualifies for
porarypermits and providing for revocation of temporary permitticensure. The board may grant further renewalshardship

History: 1971 c. 1251977 c. 291979 c. 3371987 a. 264 cases.The board may promulgate rules limiting the usechnea

) ] tion of temporary permits and providing for revocationeshpo
441.10 Licensed practical nurses. (1) PREREQUISITES rary permits.

FOREXAMINATION AS LICENSEDPRACTICAL NURSES. A person Who  History: 1971 c. 125215 1975 ¢. 39199, 1977 c. 29418 1979 c. 34162, 337,
is 18 years of age or oldedoes not have an arrest or convictiod981c. 380 1981 c. 391.211; 1983 a. 273s.3, 8, 1987 a. 27264 1991 a. 39
record, subject to ss111.321 111.322and 111.335 has com o
pleted2 years of high school or its equivalent as determined by #el.11  Definitions. (1) For coMPENSATION. Wherever the
board and holds a diploma of graduation from an accreditd@m “compensation’s used in this chapter it shall include indi
schoolfor licensed practical nurses approved by that board, m#&gt compensation awell as direct compensation and also the
applyto the board for licensing as a licensed practical nurse, afgpectatiorthereof whether actually received or not.
uponpayment of the examination fee specified id40.05(1), (2) NURSEAND NURSING. Except as provided under4gl1.08
shallbe entitled to take an examination. Any school for licens&dhereverthe term “nurse” is used in this chapter without medifi
practicalnurses, in order to be accredited, mufdrad course of cation or amplification it shall mean only a registered nurse.
not less than 9 months. Whereverthe term “nursing” is used in this chapter without modi

(2) ExaminaTioN. The examining council on licensed practification or amplification it shall mean the practice of professional
cal nurses shall prepare or select written questions in ageteit nursingas specified in sulg4).
minesand prescribe rules, subjectthe approval of the board, for  (3) PRACTICEOFPRACTICALNURSING. The practice of practical
the examination of those desirouskicoming licensed practical nursingunderthis chapter means the performance for compensa
nursesand the examination papers of all applicants shall be pt®n of any simple acts in theare of convalescent, subacutely or
servedfor one year Examinations shall be heblt least twice chronicallyill, injured or infirm persons, or of any act or prece
annuallyat times and places designated by the board, and at |lelasein the care of the mowecutely ill, injured or infirm under the
30 days’ public notice shall be given of each examinatiospecificdirection of a nurse, physician, podiatrist licensed under
Examinationamay also be held at other times and places with on. 448, dentist licensed under ch47 or optometristicensed
without public notice as directed by the examining countile underch. 449, or under an order of gerson who is licensed to
examiningcouncil may also proctor an examination of anothgracticemedicine, podiatry or dentistry in another stbtieat per
statefor the convenience of a candidate and shallgehanch fee sonprepared the order after examining the patient in that other
thereforas the department fixes to cover the actual cost afethe stateand directs that the order be carried out in this state. A simple
vicesrendered. actis one which does not require any substantial nursing skill,

(3) LicensING. () On complyingvith this chapter relating to knowledgeor training, or the application of nursing principles
applicantsfor licensure as licensed practical nurses, gagsing basedon biological, physical or social sciences, oruhderstand
anexamination, the applicashall receive a license as a licensetig of cause and ffct in such acts and is one which is of a nature
practicalnurse. The holder of the license is a “licengeattical Of those approved by thoard for the curriculum of schools for
nurse”and may append the letters “INP to his or her name. The licensed practical nurses.
boardmayreprimand or may limit, suspend or revoke the licenseNOTE: Sub. (3) is epealed and ecreated eff. 4-1-0(by 1997 Ws. Act 62to
of a licensed practical nurse unded41.07 read: . . .

X . (3) PRACTICE OF PRACTICAL NURSING. The practice of practical nursing

(b) On or before the applicable renewal date specified und@8er this chapter means the performance for compensation of any simple acts

s.440.08 (2) (a)a licensed practical nurse practicing for eomin the care of convalescent, subacutely or cbnically ill, injur ed or infirm per-

pensationshall submit to the board. on blanks furnished by tﬁgns,or of any act or procedure in the cae of the moe acutelyill, injur ed or
! infirm under the specific direction of a nurse, physician, podiatrist licensed

departmen.tan application. for license renewadgether with a under ch. 448, dentist licensed under ch. 447 or optometrist licensed under ch.
statemengiving name, residence, nature and extent of pra@tice449, or under an order of a person who is licensed to practice medicine, podiary
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dentistry or optometry in another state if that person pepared the order after  the person holds and the name of the state, terrifmrgign coun
examining the patient in that other state anddirects that the order be carried out i i ;

in this state. A simple acts one which does notequire any substantial nursing try or province that granted the ngrsmg Credemmt‘he. event O.f
skill, knowledge or training, or the application of nursing principles based on anemegency the persomha" prowde to the board written notice

biological, physical or social sciences, or the understanding of cause and effectthatincludes the information otherwise required under this-para
in such acts and is one which is of a naterof those appoved by the board for  graph,as soon as practicable.

the curriculum of schools for licensed practical nurses. . . . .
(c) A person who is permitted to practipefessional or prac

(4) PRACTICE OF PROFESSIONALNURSING. The practice of pro ; . ; ;
fessionalnursing within the terms of this chapter means the p t'ﬁ?éir:]%rgm? fL:)rrmtlﬁ; pf)gﬁté)vvni:%ypper?scglrc]:g professional or practical

formance for compensation of any act in the observation or care . . . .
of the ill, injured or infirm, or for the maintenance of health of prg__ 1+ A Person who is being transported through or into this state
ventionof illnessof others, which act requires substantial nursir%;’r the purpose of receiving medical care. )

skill, knowledgeor training, or application of nursing principles 2. A person who is in this state temporarifythe person is
basedon biological, physical and social sciences, such as théesident of the state, territorgountry or province that granted
observatiorand recording of symptoms arehctions, the exeeu thenursing credential to the person permitted to pragtioées

tion of procedures and techniquestire treatment of the sick sional or practical nursing under pg).

underthe general or special supervision or direction of a physi History: 1983 a. 18%.273 1995 a. 146

cian, podiatrist licensed under c#48, dentist licensed under ch. . . .

447 or optometrist licensed under ei9, or under an order of a 441.12  Administration; _honaccredited  schools. _
personwho is licensed to practice medicine, podiatry or dentistg) Theboard shall enforce this chapter and cause the prosecution
in anotherstate if that person prepared the order after examinifigPersons violating it.

the patient in that other state and directs that the order be carrie(®) No person shall operate in this state a school for profes
out in this state, and the execution of general nusingedures Sionalnurses or a school for practical nurses unless the same shall
andtechniques. Except as provided i6&.04 (2) (b)the practice be accredited by the board. No solicitation shalhizde in this

of professional nursing includes thepervision of a patient and stateof the sale of, or registration in, a coursecbyrespondence
the supervision and direction of licensed practical nursedemsd Or conductedvithout the state for practical nurses unless alkwrit

skilled assistants. tenmaterial used in such solicitation plainly states in type ge lar
NOTE: Sub. (4) is epealed and ecreated eff. 4-1-00 byl997 Ws. Act 62to  asanyother type on the material that the course is not accredited
read: in this state for training of practical nurses.
(4) PRACTICE OF PROFESSIONAL NURSING. The practice of pofessional nurs History: 1979 c. 34

ing within the terms of this chapter means the performance for compensatioof

any act in the observation or cae of the ill, injured or infirm, or for the mainte - . . .

nance of health or pevention of illness of others, which actaquires substantial 441'1_3 Penalty- . (1) Any p_ers_on \(IOlatIng_thIS chapter or
nursing skill, knowledge or training, or application of nursing principles based  Knowingly employing another in violation of théhapter may be

on biological, physical and social sciences, such as tteservation and ecording  fined not more than $256r imprisoned not more than one year

of symptoms andreactions, the execution of prcedures and techniques in the in the county jaiI

treatment of the sick under the general or speciaupervision or direction of a T .

physician, podiatrist licensed under ch. 448, dentist licensed under ch. 447 or ~ (2) No action may be broughtr other proceeding had to
optometrist licensed under ch. 449, or under an order of a person wholisensed  recovercompensation for professional nursing services unless at
to practice meddiCiQe' pgdiat’%‘ dentistry or optornetry in aEOtheLState if tha& the time such services were rendered the person rendering the
person prepared the order after examiningthe patient in that other state an . .
directs that the order be carried out in this state, and the execution of general same W_as a reg'Stered nurse or had a temporary permlt issued
nursing procedures and techniques. Except as pvided in s. 50.04 (2) (b), the underthis chapter

practice of professional nursing includes the supervision of a patient and the (3) The remedy of injunction may be used in enforcing this
supervisionand direction oflicensed practical nurses and less skilled assistants.

History: 1075 ¢, 3031977 c. 861981 c. 314317, 1983 a. 1891983 a. 273.  CHapter.
8; 1987 a. 2641991 a. 1811997 a. 62

This section is not safety statute. Leahitenosha Memorial Hospitall& W (2d)  441.15 Nurse—midwives. (1) In this section, “the practice
441,348 NW (2d) 607 (Ct. App. 1984). of nurse-midwifery” means the management of cdr@woman
in normal childbirth and the provision of prenatal, intrapartal,

441.115 Exceptions; temporary practice. (1) Thischap ; ;
ter shall not be construed tdedt nursing by friends, members offnosf[thp;g?lgntﬂg (r)lr;ivl%g?rll.contraceptlve methods and care for the

the family or undegraduates in an accredited school, nor be . o
construedo interfere with members of religious communities or (2) No person m‘_"‘_y pra(_:tlce nurse-midwifery:
ordershaving chage ofhospitals or taking care of the sick in their (&) Without a certificate issued by the board under &)(a)
homes except that none of such excepted persons while engagedb) Unless such practice occurs in a health care facility
in such activities shall represent herself as a registaaded, approveddy the boardby rule under sul§3) (c), under the general
certified or graduate nurse unless registered under this chapteupervisionof a physician with training in obstetrics and pursuant

(2) (@) In this subsection, “nursing credential” means § @ formal written agreement with that physician. _
license,permit or certificate of registration or certification tieat ~ (3) (&) The board shall grant a license to engage in the practice
grantedto a person by another state or territory or by a forei@h nurse-midwifery to any persdicensed as a registered nurse
country or province and that authorizes or qualifies the persoiiderthis chapter who meets the educational and trajoiegeq
holding the credential to perform acts trae substantially the uisitesestablished by theboard for the practice of nurse-
sameas those performed by a person licensed as a registered nimgkvifery and who pays the fee specified undet49.05 (1)
or licensed practical nurse under this chapter (b) On or before the applicable renewal date specified under

(b) A person who holds a current, vatidrsing credential may S.440.08 (2) (a)a person issued a certificate under (®rand
practiceprofessional opractical nursing in this state, as providedracticingnurse-midwifery shall submit to ttward on furnished
underpar (c), for not more than 72 consecutive hours each yelignksa statement giving his or her name, residence and other
without holding a license granted by the boardier this chapter information as the board requires by rule, with the applicable
if the board determines that the requirementshienursing cre  renewalfee specified under 440.08 (2) (a)
dential that the person holdsre substantially equivalent to the (c) The board shall promulgate rules necessary to administer
requirementdor licensure under this chaptdexcept in aremer  this section, including the establishment of appropriate limitations
gency theperson shall provide to the board, at least 7 days beforethe scope of the practioé nurse—midwiferythe facilities in
practicingprofessional or practical nursing for the person vgho which such practice may occur atite granting of temporary per
specifiedunder par(c) 2, written notice that includes the namanmits to practice nurse-midwifery pendiggalification for certifi
of the person providing notice, the type of nursing credential thetion.
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(4) A nurse-midwife who discovers evidence that any aspect(am) Establishing the appropriaeducation, training and
of care involves any complication which jeopardizes the healthexaminationrequirements that an advanced practice nurse must
life of the newborn or motheshall immediately refer the patientsatisfyto qualify for a certificate to issue prescription orders.
to the supervising physician under s(@). (b) or, if that physician (b) Defining the scope of practice within which an advanced
is unavailable, to another physician. practice nurse may issue prescription orders.

History: 1979 c. 3171983 a. 2731987 a. 2641991 a. 39 ) (c) Specifying the classes of drugs, individual drugs or devices
~NOTE: _Chsaptte_r 3117, laws of 1979which created this section, statelegisla  that may not be prescribed by an advanced practice nurse.
five Infentin Section 1. (cm) Specifying the conditions to be met for a registered nurse
441.16 Prescription privileges of nurses. (1) In this see  t© do the following: , ,
tion: 1. Administer a drug prescribed by an advanced practice
nursewho is certified to issue prescription orders.

2. Administer a drug at the direction of an advanced practice

nursewho is certified to issue prescription orders.

(d) Establishing procedurder maintaining a certificate to

(a) “Device” has the meaning given in450.01 (6)

(b) “Drug” has the meaning given in 450.01 (10)and
includesall of the following:

1. Prescription drugs, as defined i®50.01 (20) (a) issueprescription orders, includingquirements for continuing

2. Controlled substances, as defined #64..01 (4) education.

(c) “Prescription order” has the meaning given id%0.01 (e) Establishing theninimum amount of malpractice liability
(21). insurancecoverage thaan advanced practice nurse shall have if

(2) The board shall grant a certificate to issue prescriptidtf Of she is certified to issue prescription orders. The board shall
ordersto an advanced practice nurse who meetetheation, Promulgaterules under this paragraph in consultation wite
training and examination requirements established by the bo&QMMmissionenf insurance.

for a certificate to issue prescription orders, and péys the fee __ (4) Every advanced practice nurse who is certified to issue
specifiedunder s440.05 (1) prescriptionorders shall annually submit to the board evidence

(3) Theboard shall promulgate rules necessary to adminisfat'-sfélcForyto the board that he or she fiasfiect malpractice
. Lo . > Fé[blhty insurance coverage in the minimum amounts required by
this section, including rules for all of the following: the rules of the board.

(a) Establishing theducation, training or experience require  (5) An advanced practice nursénois certified to issue pre
ments that a registered nurse must satisfye an advanced prac scriptionorders may not delegate the act of issuing a prescription
tice nurse. The rules promulgated under this parageaii  orderto any nurse who is not certified to issue prescription orders.
requirea registered nurse to have education, training or experi (g) Nothingin this section prohibits a nurse from issuing a pre
encethat is in addition to the education, training or experienggriptionorder as an act delegated by a physician.
requiredfor licensure as a registered nurse. History: 1993 a. 1381995 a. 448
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